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Daily routine at Ditton Church Preschool
Children arrive at 9am.  They are encouraged to find their photo on their peg and hang their coat up to encourage independence.  They then join us for circle time, sitting on a chair, or the carpet if they wish.
During circle time we will talk about what activities are available that day and any possible changes to the routine.  We will practice some of our Makaton signs and sing our Good Morning Time song and we regularly run through our ‘Pre-School rules’ (such as walking feet indoors, kind hands and good sharing!)
After circle time children are encouraged to take their chairs to a table.  They then engage in ‘free play’ or ‘child initiated’ play.  This is where they can choose what they want to do. Weather permitting this may include the choice to play inside or outside, although we do have to ensure we maintain high levels of staff ratios at all times so we do sometimes have to take all the children into the garden at the same time to ensure we maintain ratios both indoors and outside.  As part of the Early Years Foundation Stage 75% of the day must be ‘child initiated’ and only 25% adult led, although the adult led part can increase slightly as they get older.
Activities are provided to cover all areas of learning.  These include the prime areas, which are Personal, Social and Emotional development, Physical development and Communication and Language and the Specific areas which are Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design.
During free play staff support the children, helping them develop skills, use their imagination, manage tasks independently and extend their learning.
At around 10am snack time starts.  Children join the table when they are ready and there is a space available.  They wash their hands and are encouraged to find their own name ‘leaf’ on the fabric tree and take it to the staff member running the snack table.  When selecting their snack they are encouraged to say please and thank you and to use signs as well as words.  They are then encouraged to pour their own drinks, spread butter and pick up small items using tongs (to support fine motor skills), but helped where needed.  When they have finished they are asked to clear their cup and plate away into a bowl.  Lots of conversation takes part around the snack table!
After they have finished their snack they can resume free play until around 11am when they will take part in a short age/stage appropriate adult led activity (For Rising stars this will be linked to preparing them for the transition to Infant school) and then continue to play until around 12.20 when they will be encouraged to help tidy up before having a story or taking part in musical movement.  Children going home at 12.45 will have their story in a separate room so as not to upset others who are staying all day when they put their coats on to leave.
Children staying all day will then have another short circle time where they will go through the days of the week, months of the year, weather, counting etc and then sit down for their packed lunch.  The afternoon routine follows a similar pattern but activities will be swapped around to ensure children remain engaged and we aim to add something ‘above and beyond’ the requirements of the curriculum.  We do this to ensure that children accessing their universal funding during our morning sessions and paying to stay for the afternoon are getting something a bit extra.  This includes things such as visitors to the setting – recently our Rector, a veterinary nurse, the lollipop lady who talked about road safety and a tractor visit.  We also provide additional activities such as a book lending library and a recent yoga session.
Midafternoon the children will tidy up and sit down for an adult led activity.  Our older children (Rising Stars) will take part in an activity which will support preparation for moving onto Infant school, such as P.E. where they are encouraged to practice changing into PE kit as well as taking part in the activity, phonics and number activities.  Younger children (Little Stars) will join in where appropriate or take part in a separate group activity which has been differentiated to suit their age and stage of development.
Obviously there are a lot of other things going on during the day, such as adult led planned activities which are set up with a learning intention in mind and staff members observe the children and make notes.  We may be practicing songs, such as for our nativity services and occasionally we have visitors throughout the day, such as Ross, our Chairperson and Vicar, to read a story.
Lots of time is spent outside in our large garden area, which includes an allotment where the children can help with growing, tending and harvesting fruit and vegetables and enjoying the nature around them.  Children learn about lifecycles by observing the changes from caterpillar to butterfly and tadpole to frog and enjoy watching them being released into the garden and local pond.  
Time is always allowed for ‘in the moment planning’.  This means changing the routine in the moment to follow the interests or requests from children or things like  putting our coats on to go outside if that rare snow shower arrives!
Every day has a planned routine and activities but we believe it is important to enjoy the moment, listen to the children and change things at the drop of a hat if a new and exciting opportunity presents itself but our main aim is to ensure our children feel safe, comfortable, cared for and confident and have lots of fun learning new skills without even realising it is happening!!
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